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For about the last two weeks, California has been suffering through a terrible heat wave with temperature constantly going
over 100 degrees Fahrenheit. The heat has been the worst in Central California where temperatures reached a scorching
115 degrees this past weekend. The National Weather Service has forecasted a cooling trend by this weekend, but only
expects the temperature to drop a few degrees. It is believed that there have already been 83 heat-related deaths since the
start of this current heat wave. Also, the extremely high heat has damaged more than 1000 transformers of California’s electric

companies. This damage has led to power outages affecting over 1.2 million = \\ 1 <

California customers. The power outage is particularly dangerous for senior citizens
during this heat wave because several elderly people have died when their air
conditioning shut down due to no electricity. In addition to people, California farmers
also reported animals dying in the field. Even with misters and fans to keep cattle
cool, experts estimate as much as 2 percent of California’s dairy herd may die if this
heat wave does not end soon. The heat even stops the ripening process for fruits
like peaches, nectarines and grapes. This unbearable heat has been torture for
people, animals and even plants, and we all hope the end to this heat wave will
come soon. by Carol
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